Meteory Mews  [0627:99

N Alameda County: Supefvmurs agree to lﬂnk

into how steelhead spawning areas might be
restored in Sunol Regional Wilderness.

BY BONITABREWER
Velley Timen Btaff Writer

Alameda County supervisors agreed Tues-
day to help pay for a 340,000 shedy of the Ala-
meda Creek watershed to determine how

stelhend trout can spawn agaln in the far

reaches of the Sunol Regional Widemess..

The fishery restoration study — to imvolve
the Califomis Coastal Conservancy and ex-
peeted to be completed in Devember — will
consider what 1t would take to build fish lad-
dars for trout to migrate upstream from the
Bay over a series of man-nade barders along
the lowrer end of the creek in the Fremoent area

In what eould prove io be more mnt;*wer

-al, the shudy also will explore what it would-

take to improve the habitat for fish along the
creek and its tribugaries — incliding the in
créase of water flows during dry months,

That bas raiset concemns from water afen-
cles serving the Livermore-pamador Valley and
Framont. The agencies have wamed that, mo-
nicipal water supplies could be affecied if
they're required to release water from dams, ar
io change other operstions, to maintain ade-
quate year-roend water flows for fah,

“Mhis is not comilting the county, bt it's
lnoking at the feasibility,” said county Supervk
sor Srott Hageerty, whose distmict includes
Fremont, Sunol and nwich of the Livermore-
Amadot Valley. “If we get all the parties to
agme, il would certalnly be a [reat project to
resnre a losl natural resoarce,”

Members of the Alameda Creek Alliance,
who bave long spught to restore a steelhead
. applatded the decision.

Tl 15 4t big, important sep,” aaid creek ab
bavee spokestan Jolf Miller. "It never goes
fot rnowgh but things are finally moving. 'l
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be suprdsed If the study remits
aren't encouraging in Decernber.”

Even without additional water
Aows or other habitat worl, Willer
said, figsh laddere would at least. give
stealbead access to suitable spawn-
ing areas in Stonybrook Creek, a
irdbutary to Alameda Creek that nuns
alang Palomnares Road,

“The prime habitat iz way up In
the Sunol Reglonal Wilderness, but
thiz 15 the first step in getting fish
past the indtial bartiers in the lower
chennel,” Miller aaid.

County  flood
afftcial
Richard  Wetzg
said the cost of
bullding a flsh lad-
dor .at the most
troubiesome  mi- lndders fur
sration harrier, a avan b s
concrete welr the
near three inflat-
able dams operat-
ad by the Alameds
County Water Dis-
trict in Fremont,
has been estirmat- are
ad at 31 millicn.

If the shuly
shows the flsh-lad-
der project 15 fea-
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feasible.

gitte, the county would apply to the
1.8, Amay Corps of Engineers for 76
percent of the needed funding, and
the Coastal Conservancy has ex-
presged interest in helping the coun-
ty pay its 25 percent share, County
funds would oome from the bodget
of the Zone b Food Condrol Matrict,
which sgerves onorthem Fremont,
Newark and Union City.

The tadder would be ik in as-
cending smmall puddles, allowing the
flab to jump easily from cne to the
next. A total of three ladders would
be biilt, the largest would be bollt at
the weir, which ia near the middle of
three inflatable dams. Lardders at the
twr other inflatable dams wouwld be

* smalier and less expensive.

Stecthead trout have been ligted
by the federal govemment as &
threatened species, a desipnation
that conld lead ta specist protec-
tions, including required changes in
the mansgement of creeks whers
they are found

The study will be performed by

- Applied Marne Sciences Inc.



